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Location Local Resources National Resources
Ridgetop 9 BLM District 11 PHS
2 USFS District
2 Helitack
West Flank 0 PHS
8 Missoula 5.J.
4 MeCall 8.1.
2 North Cascades 5.1,
1 West Yellowstone S.J.

1 Grangeville 8.J.

Main Ridge West Flank Lunch Spot Ridge Helitack
Group Fireline Group Group Group

Prineville Hotshots Prineville Hotshots Smokejumpers Helitack
Bill Baker Kathi Beck Michael Cooper Robert Browning”
Kip Gray Tami Bickett Mike Faliciano Richard T}rler*.
Teony Johnson Scott Blecha Dale Longanecker @
Erian Lee Levi Brinkley Tany Petrilli Heficopter Pilot
Louie Mavarro Doug Dunbar Quentin Rhoades Dick Good
Tom Rambo Terri Hagen Eric Shefton
Alex Robertson Bonnie Holtby Sonny Soto
Bryan Scholz Rob Johnson Eill Thomas

Tom Shepard* .
Mike Simmons
Kim Yalentine

BLM/U.5.

Forest Service
Todd Abbott
Butch Blanco® .
Jim Byers

Eric Chrigtianson
hike Hayes
Loren Faulzon
Brian Rush
Michelie Ryerson .
Meal Shunk

Jon Kelso

Smokejumpers
Sonny Archuleta*
Sarah Doehring™*
Kevin Erckson™
Eric Hipke

Don Mackey= @

Roger Roth
Jim Thrash

BLM/ULS. Forest Service

Keith Woods

Derek Brixey™

Firefighters Fsted in boldface type were killed on the South Canyon Fire.

"Positioned near H-Z.

“Moved from West Flank Firgling to Main Ridge befors the entrapment

““Adoved from Lunch Spet Ridge to Wesi Flank Fireline,
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July 3

Grand Junction District is in maderake o very high fire donger conditions
and planning level 4 lon a scale of 1-5) Lightning slomms over the past 2
days have storted more than 40 fires. The District has developed o peiorify
list fer inttial attack, Winds have hompered the use of cirerall, Ininal aiteck
resources ore laxed, and meove lightning is scheduled for lomarmow with o

OO hows

1410 howrs

W12 hours

141 hours

Grorheld County Sharilf reparts the South Canyon fire 1o
Grand Junchion District Dispatch. The Initial report considers
tha fire 1o be on private land. Reparting the fire te be bwo
trees borching ard to have a high spread patential, the
Gaorheld County Volunteer Fire Depariment asks i i can
gel alr suppart, The District Fire Management Officer
raplies thal the district s fuily committed but that alr aback
assistarce will be requested i action i needed, Dispatch
asks if the Sheriff will approve air sipport laccording to an
ogreemen! for private landsl.

The Sheriff's Office reports o District Dispoich that the fire
covers o half acre and i very odive ord that the Sheriff
opproves the use of aircroft.

Dispatch radios Diatrict Fire Contral Officer Winslow
Robertson, asking him to respond. He is enroute from Rifle,

Dispatch calls Wastern Sibpn Fire Cocrdination Canter and
requests one load of jumpers 1149, an air tonker T 140] and

)0

1414 hours

1438 hours

LH08 haurs

a lead plone (b4 io South Canyon fire land other Fires
reported i the areal.

Clay Fowler, BLM, Engine (&) foreman, meets with the
Garlield County Sheriff along Intersicte 70, He completes
the inltial sizeup tar BLM, and reports fhet enly the burning
canoples of twe trees are visible ord the Tire has a low
potential for sF:man. Ha recommends that the fire ba
observed becouse ol sleep slopes, inaccassibility, lew rate
of spread, and presence of ofhar priority fires in the orea.
The fire i conlirmed to be on BLM-administered land.
Winslow Roberison arrives later of the scene and coneurs
with Fowlers ossessmant.

Aircraft Jumper 49, leod Plone &4, and Tanker 14 ore off
the ground te the South Canyan fire.

Air Attack |lead &4] reparts that fire is | to 1.5 acres, 1
burning on the ridgatep, is spreading downslope slawly,
that ne strueturas ore in danger, and that centinvaus heals
are in all deections Dispotch requests that Lead &4 atteck
other fires in the area.

Winslow Eobertson arrives back in Grand Jonction fo assess lire activity
ard plan for July 4. He calls Western Slope Fire Coordination Center and
requests more resources far the Sauth Canyen Fire. He also colls the Croig
District ko have Grand Jnction District resources raleassd fram the
Copper Spur fira,



July 4
Frve new fires stort on July 4, bwao of which ore 100 aeres or larger. Thirty-
ana exsting fires remoin yncontralied, Local indtiol aftock s spread thin
Radie communicaton i inadequate for the fire lood and 1 a safety con-
cern, Fire danger is very high to extreme with more lightning lorecast for
July 5. & red Hag warning hos been issued.

The District Firs Managament Officer and the Wastern Slope Fire
Cooardination Cenber Manager discuss the need lor mara firefighting
resources on the South Canyon fire. More resources are ordered,

Buich Blanco and Brod Hough ore seleased from the Copper Spur fire
ond go directly to the South Canyon fire.

1450 hows A resident reports thot fire achivity has increased and
needs attention. White River Mational Forest relays that an

enging from the Sopris Ronger District (Shmoeder) & enroule,

+$&2- # & ) ) 3
1 1%

2100 hawrs

0% howrs

2320 hours

Butch Blanco and crew (Bureou of Lond Management] and
Som Shroeder and crew [USDA Forest Servics] arrive af the
scene bo inikal otiock fire but decide lo delay initial aftack
wnhl moming becouse of lerain, iImminent darkness, scfaty
concarns, ond equipment needs. Blonco and crew return to
their office o rehabililote their fools from past fires and pre-
pare for the Soith Canyen Hire:

Dispatch receives a call rom a concerned homeawner whe
says that tire is moving oggressively downhill. Dispatch
raquests o report from the Gorbeld County Shenffs Office.
Grarhield County reports litthe d\ung. iy fire actmity.

The White Rver Mahonal Forest oerial sbserver Hies over
the fire ond reports that it is burning in all directions on
steep ond inoccessible ferrain to the northeast on the ridge.
Tha tarrain i too steep for crews, ond there are hew it any
escape roubes, He suggests bucket drops.

Dale Shonholzer {White River Malional Farest] colls Grand
Junction District Dispatch and soys that Shroeder. on anoth-
ar fire, wants hism to relay to BLM Dispateh that be s not
avallable and thot they need to find resources o belp
Blance an the South Canyon fire. Shrosder has ardered
twe crews bor the Momm Creek fine ond would send fire-
fighters to the South Canyon fire if he does not need them
all Dispotch refays this messoge to Bianco,

$$



July 5

Wery high to extreme fre danger with a red Hlog warning,

0405 howrs

0630 hours

0819 haurs

Blanca calls Dispateh and requests that Engine &51, Jim
Byers and Mike Hayes be cssigned ta the South Conpon
fire.

Blonco (Incident Commander], Brad Hough, lonie Jomett,
Med Shunk Michelle Ryerson, Loren Poulson, ond Brien Rush
walk info the fire from the eost droinoge, They cit o
hafispol (Helspot 1] on the ridge cbeve the hre ond begin
direct kne construchion flanking the fire down the hill west-
ward from helispat

Blanco calls Dispateh to confirm that Engine 451 Byers and
Hayes, will be assigned to the fire. He also requests a caw

and helicopten, & discussion of resources results in o decislon
b use srmcke|umpers.

1420 hours
1500 hours

1718 howrs

1730 hours

1745 hours

15344 haurs

2000 haurs

2230 hours

2310 haurs

Grand Junchon Dispatch orders cne leed of aight jumpers
with & requested delvery time of 1200 hours,

Blance orders one relordant drop

The air fonker drops relordant along the Fireline builk dewn
the hill to the west from Helispot 1.

Blanco recaives the secand air tanker drop on the flank
om0 Sy Thin ikt dhprmscas: e tnnaiblon ok
drop with Blanco and the problem of rolling rocks on
Intersiate 70, The pilot says he connot sofely meet Blancos
neods and recommends a helicepter with bucket oz much
more eficient.

Taking o route down the west side, the BLWM, crow leaves
the: fire becouse ol of their chainsaws ore broken. On the
woy oul, Blanco discusses with the crow the harords of
buiickng o firsdine downhill.

Smakejumpers Mackey, Deshring, Woods, Rhoades, Sote,
Archulatn, Shelton, ond Ericksen arrive. The Spofter
deseribes the hire as 30 ocres, on extremely steep terrain,
to spread the next day it gels inde The batiem of
droinages. Light winds are reported. A smokejumper
reports that the winds are erratic and that jumpers are
seattered ever the flank of Staem King Mauntain.

Jumper in Chorge Mackey colls Blanco on the radic and
reparts that fire has crossed the handline o the west and is

bprning octreely.

The smokequmpers stert building a fireline down the aast
side af tha lire from Helispal 1,

The BLM crew and Blonco finith preparing thes geor of
the BLM Disirict Ofice and coche ond go home for the
gk,

Miackey orders bwo Type | crews,

Mot all rescurces were documented. Blanco moy have requested mone
muhrﬁm:mmmaﬁdmﬂhﬂmm
erders of in the dispatch logs. Entries in the dispaich logs are made salec-
tively, with o subjective decision mode on what aniries to write down,



July 6

Thirly-si= tres are burning In the Grand Junchion District. The fire weathes
foracast for the Grond Junclion areq: increasing high douds in the marn-
ing, with winds of 10-20 mph by NG hows, winds increcsing to 15-30
mph by 1300 hours. At about 1500 howrs, sutfoce winds will shifi to the
northwest at 15-25 mph and weuld gust to 30-35 mph with passage of
fhe cold front. RED FLAG WARNING

0030 howrs

0300 howrs

0430 haurs

030 haurs

052E hours

0630 hours

Q709 hours

CHOO haurs

QBOQ hours

QB30 hours

Smokejumperns stop budding firekne on the sast side and
retirn bo Helspol 1. Line construction is inefectvwe and
dongerous becouse of poor keating and many relling rocks

The fiea s burning actively on the ridgeline with 10 mph
winds blowing from the easl, Smokejumpers decide fo move
thair gaar frst thing in ihe marning because the fire could
threaten |t al the jumg slte

Dispaich relays 1o the Incident Cammander via telephone o
summarized varsion of the tire weather forecast. The report
foracasts windy conditions with possoge of the cold front.

The BLMJForest Service crew of 11 begins #s 3. 5-howr hike
to the fire, toking on eas drainage roube that difers from
the previous days, Expecling lo spend the night, the crew
carries axirg sows, 9ot loeod, and woter

Maockey orders a hebeopber with a long line for gear
removal, reports thal lire grew during the night, and
requests o fixed-wing akcralt with on aerial observer Ha
plans o finish the fireling from Helispel 1 clong the ridge to
the north and gather the ump gear.

Pringvilie Interagency Hoishal Craw i assigned 1o fire,

Mackay calls Digpateh reguasting that the Prinavills
Hetshots be ferried into the fire by helicopter and that he

have the usa of the helicopler for reconnalisance.

The BlMUTorast Service crow arrivis af the Helispot 2 site
ard starts cutting he helispol. Smokejumpers and the BLA
erew build a tireline from Helispot 1 to Helispo! 2, burning
out Islands of unburned fuel clang the ridge

The Prinevilie Hotshot Crew departs Grond Junchion

The smokejumpers complete a scraichling between Helispals
1 and 7 ond then go 1o the jump site o gather their gear.

17




845 hours

0900 haurs

05 hows

0930 howrs

W27 hevurs

M3 howrs

M5 hours

N30 hours

1200 howrs

Blance and Maockey discuss stralegy and factics for the day
They plan to improve and widen the handling between
Haligpote 1 and 2. They intend thal hall of the Prineville
Haotshots work with the jumpens bullding the firdline on the
was! and the other holl build a fireline on the east side of
the fire.

Same of smakejumpers and Blance listen o the MNOMA
radio channel and receive the Grand Junction area weath-
or foracast,

In response fo community concern, Glenwsod Springs Fire
Chasl requests information on how mony pecple and b
much equipment are on fire. Blanco is told thet be con
keep the urokemwmpers and i informad that a second lood
will soon be heoding his way.

Helicopter 93R arrives at fire, but anly 4 haurs of flight time
ore available because Western Slope Fire Coardination
Center anhicipates initial attack reeds, Mackey and Blance
take o reconnalssance flight of the fire, Maockey rodios
smakepumpers on the ground, directing them te begin buld-
ing @ fireline dawnbill The smokejumpern queshian Maockeys
strategy, ask him # there are any sole oreas, and say that
thery wani io lalk about the strotegy when he completes his
fight

The aircraft “Jumger 17" arrives aver fire, and smokejumpers
Hipka, Thamas, Patrelli, longanecker, Cooper, Felickana,
Roih, ard Thrash parodhste out. 'Wind at this time 15 blowing

at O-5 mph,
Jumper 17 lacves site,

A tres torches 40 yords from the fop of ridge ond ignites o
S-loot wide reburn ol Gombel ook, The fire runs fo the top
ond couses o spot fire ocross fireline, The helicopter drops
watter, and the crew controls the spot.

The smokejumpers. start downhill, building a diract fireline
fram the location Hogged by Mackey on the ridgeline.
longanecker is scauling the tirebne. The smokejumpers are
bwilding & &-7 -loat wida line with a 16-18 inch scrope.

The ﬁuwvﬂhlrﬂm*ﬂﬂﬂwﬂl‘ﬂmmd
heliase.

) $-1-

6

1230 hours

1245 hours
1300 hours

1300 houes

1330 howrs

1400 hours

1430 haurs

1445 hours

1500 howrs

Ten Prineville Hotshets arrive ot Helispot 2. Mackey, Blanco,
ond Prineville Hotshot Superintendent Shepord discuss stral-
egy ond ogree lo sand the first half of hotshots down o cut
fireling with the pmpers on the west fonk ond use the sec-
ond half 1o build Freline on the east Hlark. Blonco and
ﬂmﬂwhl‘hﬁpﬂllbmw

MNina hotshots shor! down hll

The fre Hares up on west Hank, The jumpers consider
retreat bul decide o proceed ofter an effective water drop.

A cold front arrves in Grand Junchion,
Firehghters an the ridgeline brack for lunch,

Soma jumpers and hotthots have lunch an the southwest
comar of the fire of o designated location known as the
lurch spal,

Aher lunch Sora Doshring, Eric Hipke, and Kevin Erickson
are directed o ge back 1o help hotipot and improve the

line.

Mackey wolks down from the ridgeline ond dvects
Dioehring and Erickson io comry the chainsow bock up the
hill, longonecker goes downhill 1o stoul the nest section of
freline off the knch spol.

The sacond aroan | K of hotshots arrives at Hellspal 2 and
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"Drop your gear and run! Get the hell out of here!” Mr. Haugh yelled down to the slowly approaching crew. He
looked up the ridge. His swamper was gone. He had flown over the ridge and down a ravine to safety.

James Thrash, a smoke jumper from ldaho, ran up the trail ahead of the crew. "Do you think we should deploy?”
he shouted at Mr. Haugh above the roar, asking if they should pull out their shelters and cover themselves on the
ground.

"MNo,” yelled Mr. Hauah, surveying the high brush around them. it wasn't a good place to deploy. "We've got to run.
We've got to get out of here." He looked back at the crew and saw the fire explode behind the ridge below them. A
solid wall of roiling crange, red and black rolled over the ridge, blasting through trees and shrubs, racing up the hill.

Mr. Haugh ran. He scrambled for the ridge, seeing nothing but the ground ahead.

His mind raced crazily. The ground had turned an eerie shade of red. "This must be what Mars looks like,” he
thought, recalling his childhood fascination with "The Martian Chronicles.” Then he thought, "Gee, you're running
for your life, and you're thinking about Mars?” Then he realized he actually was running for his life. His temples
pounded, but he kept running.

He was nearly at the ridge top when the intense heat of the fire behind him pushed against his back. It bumed
through one of his sleeves and seared his elbow. He was breathing like a racehorse and feared the heat would
scorch his lungs. He watched his feet move up the steep slope, surprised that he could run this fast.

Scrambling through brush, he reached the ridge top and the fire line he had helped widen early that day. A Dolmar
— a can of oil and gas for the chain saw -- sat on the ridge top, swollen to twice its normal size. For a split second
he considered moving it out of the way of the crew behind him, but decided it would explode if he touched it. He
started fo turn around to look back at the fire, but remembered how Lot's wife had tumed to look at Sodom and
Gomaormrah and turned to salt. "Too much Sunday schoaol.” he mused.

Cresting the ridge, he crashed down the other side. Behind him, the fire roared up the slope, sending flaming
missiles up over the top, lighting spot fires in the forest around him.

"'f p,.,'-_t- A

__',H'm: | z-,'
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He heard the Dolmar explode. He slid on rocks and sand and fall over bushes and soun around trees. After about
a hundred yards, he looked back. The wall of fire was crossing the ridge above him. The fireg ling wasn't halding.
He turned and ran and slid again, crashing into a tree 100 yards farther down. His hard hat flew off and skidded
down the hill and out of sight. Fain shot up his leg. "l broke it,” he thought, panicking. He pulled himself up. The leg
was pounding with pain, but it wasn't broken. "Wuss," he swore at himsalf. "it's not hurt. Cowboy-up and get out of
here."

Befora he got to his feet, Mr. Erickson suddenly ran toward him. "How do | get out of here?" he screamed.

Eric Hipke, a smoke jumper from Seattle, ran out of the trees toward them, holding his hands in front of him. He
had lost his helmeat and had used his hands to protect his ears from the heat. The tactic saved his ears, but
hurning flesh was hanging from his hands and ams.

Without a word, the three crashed down the slope. As the fire crested the nidoge, it slowed-fire hurns faster uphill
than down. That gave the men time to stop at a clearing, where they wrapped makeshift cloth bandages around
Mr. Hipke's hands. They poured Mr. Haugh's last gallon of water over the bandages and then took off again,
sliding down a ravine.

They ran into Mr. Blanco and some others. Crashing down the slope with other firgfighters behind him, Mr. Hauagh
watched for fire - he knew the way, but the others feared they would run headlong into anather firehall that could
he racing up the ravine toward them.

WL
.0
B\

Finally — it seemed like hours, althowgh it had taken only 20 minutes to escapethey reached the highway, where :
vehicles were already waiting for them. An ambulance took away Mr. Hipke and Mr. Enckson, who also had been

hurned. '3
' ! "
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In Memory Of

Kathi Beck
Tami Bickett
Seott Blecha
Lo Brimkley
Robert Brownimg
Doug Dumbar
lemi Hagen
Bonnie Holiby
Rob. Jobhmson.
Jon Kelso
Don Mackey
Rogen Roth.
Jarmes Thrash
Richard Tyler
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